







is	 delineated	 by	 the	 fact	 that	 together	 with	
model	 theory,	 proof	 theory	 constitutes	 the	
so-called	 metamathematics,	 a	 philosophi-
cally	 imbued	 discipline	 designed	 to	 lay	 the	
foundations	of	mathematics	on	a	philosophi-
cally	sound	set	of	principles.	The	importance	
of	 this	 quest	 for	 foundations	 is	 due	 to	 the	
paradoxes	 discovered	 when	 dealing	 with	 a	








insurmountable	 problems	 with	 unwanted	
epiphenomena.	 Mathematics,	 for	 centuries,	
seemed	 immune	 to	 foundational	 problems,	
but	 paradoxes	 emerged,	 and	 the	 quest	 for	
foundations	was	wide	open.	A	great	 accom-
plishment,	which	was	actually	a	sideproduct	










ing	 the	 early	modern	period,	most	 logicians	
did	specialize,	but	did	not	think	of	logic	itself	
as	divided	in	subdisciplines.	Thus	most	text-




books	 by	Chang	 and	Keisler	 (1973.)	Model 
theory,	 Shoenfield’s	Degrees of Unsolvabil­









of	 logic.	 Logic	 grew,	 and	 the	 time	 of	 great	
logicians	able	to	make	contributions	in	every	
subdiscipline	of	logic	was	decisively	ended.






a	collection	of	proofs.	 […]	Therefore,	 in	 in-
vestigating	 ‘mathematics’,	 a	 fruitful	method	






and	 the	 current	 2013	 issue	 is	 the	 reissue	 of	
the	1987	edition.	As	proof	theory	is	a	highly	








Takeuti’s	 Proof	 Theory	 is	 divided	 in	 three	


















Dedekind,	 which	 Peano	 himself	 acknowl-
edged)	is	the	most	commonly	addressed	axi-
omatic	system	for	arithmetic,	and	is	believed	
to	be	 the	 closest	 formalization	of	 arithmetic	
we	know,	since	by	Gödel’s	first	 incomplete-
ness	 theorem	 it	 follows	 that	 there	cannot	be	
an	 axiomatisation	 of	 arithmetic–at	 least	 no	
one	 that	 could	 prove	 all	 the	 true	 statements	
and	no	false	ones.	The	proof	presented	is	the	
standard	one	of	eliminating	cuts	by	induction	
up	 to	 ε0.	This	proof	 is	 covered	 in	much	de-
tail	 over	 45	 pages.	There	 is	 a	 small	 section	
on	 provable	well-orderings,	 but	 only	 over	 a	
couple	of	pages.
The	 third	 chapter	 opens	 the	 second	 part	 of	








for	 some	weaker	 systems,	where	 left-∀	 sec-
ond	order	rule	is	allowed	only	for	first	order	
formulas,	or	for	free	second	order	variables.	
The	 stronger	 systems	 are	 explored,	 though	
the	 proof	 presented	 for	 cut	 elimination	 is	 a	
semantical	 one,	 since	 at	 that	 time	 an	 algo-
rithmic	proof	was	not	yet	discovered.	Higher	















formulas)	 is	 given.	 This	 is	 another	 one	 of	
Takeuti’s	 contributions	 proving	 via	 ordinal	







since,	 philosophically	 speaking,	 the	 whole	





The	 next	 chapter	 dealing	 in	 applications	 of	
consistency	proofs	is	rather	short	(around	30	
pages)	and	discusses	the	provable	well-order-
ings	mentioned	 before	 and	 the	Π1
1	 compre-




views	 on	 proof	 theory,	 namely	 the	 view	 of	
Georg	Kreisel	and	his	“unwinding”	program	
presented	 by	 Kreisel,	 the	 view	 of	 Schütte’s	
school	 presented	 by	 Wolfram	 Pohlers,	 the	
growing	 program	 of	 reverse	 mathematics	
presented	by	Stephen	G.	Simpson,	and	a	per-
sonal	 account	 of	 proof	 theory	 by	 Solomon	
Feferman.	Even	today	these	five	approaches	
(the	 fifth	 being	 Takeuti’s	 approach)	 domi-





Kant and Applied Ethics
The Uses and Limits of Kant’s 
Practical Philosophy
Wiley-Blackwell,	West	Sussex	2011
The	book	Kant and Applied Ethics: The Uses 
and Limits of Kant’s Practical Philosophy	
of	Matthew	C.	Altman	 is	a	 true	 refreshment	
in	 the	 world	 of	 Kantian	 scholarship.	 It	 is	 a	
deep	 exegetical	 achievement	 in	 reading	 of	
Kant’s	thought	and	its	actualisation	for	mod-
ern	 (bio)ethical	 problems	 at	 the	 same	 time.	
As	 it	 is	noted	 in	 the	 title,	 the	author	 tries	 to	
present	and	explain	the	modalities	of	connec-
tion	 between	Kant	 and	 applied	 ethics.	 Even	
though	 it	would	be	probably	better	 to	 speak	
about	 bioethics,	 the	 author	 comes	 from	An-
glo-Saxon	speaking	area	and	thus	he	is	natu-
rally	embedded	in	the	context	of	“applied	eth-
ics”.	 But	 the	 subtitle	 leaves	 no	 doubt	 about	
author’s	 preoccupation:	 he	 truly	 brings	 in	
front	of	a	 reader	an	exhaustive	and	rigorous	









The	 first	 sentence	 of	 “Introduction”	 bluntly	
summarizes	the	answer	of	the	subtitle	(“Why	
Kant	 Now”):	 “It	 is	 ironic	 that	 Immanuel	
Kant’s	 ethical	 theory	 is	 so	 often	 accused	 of	
formalism,	of	being	too	abstract	to	be	relevant	
for	 real-life	 decisions,	 and	 yet	we	 appeal	 to	
Kantian	 concepts	 in	 almost	 every	 important	
debate	 in	 applied	 ethics.”	 (p.	 1)	The	 author	
transparently	 shows	 this	 on	 the	 example	 of	
ethics	 of	 research	 on	 human	 subjects,	 dem-
onstrating	 that	 the	 whole	 debate	 from	 its	
historical	sources	(Nazi	medical	experiments	
and	 Tuskegee	 Syphilis	 Study)	 till	 the	 con-
temporary	 debates	 is	 completely	 ingrained	
in	 Kantian	 concepts.	 According	 to	 this	 he	
further	summarizes	the	significance	of	Kant’s	









(possession	 of)	 reason.	He	 argues	 that	 even	
though	 such	 view	 is	 an	 inevitable	 starting	
point	for	every	ethics,	Kant’s	ethics	provides	
enough	 space	 for	 the	 legitimation	 of	 duties	
(with	regard)	to	nonrational	animals.	He	criti-
cally	deals	with	some	Kantians	who,	in	trying	







vironmental	Ethics”	 links	at	 first	 sight	com-
pletely	abhorrent	thesis:	Kant’s	anthropocen-




take	 us	 to	 well	 based	 environmental	 ethics.	
Altman	argues	that	we	could	build	on	Kant’s	
teleology,	aesthetics	and	ethics	a	convincing	
environmental	 ethics,	 which	 avoids	 usual	




gal	Arguments	 for	 Universal	 Health	 Care”.	
The	author	observes	 that	while	 the	 first	 two	
chapters	 deal	 with	 possibility	 of	 Kantian	
foundation	of	our	ethical	standpoints	toward	
nonrational	animal	and	environment,	the	rest	






others	 in	 their	 health	 care,	 but	 also	 that	 go-
vernment	 is	 legally	bound	 to	provide	health	
care.	Furthermore,	these	premises	lead	to	the	
duty	 to	 provide	 truly	 universal	 health	 care	




freedom	 by	 demonstrating	 the	 arguments	
connected	 with	 three	 major	 contemporary	
bioethical	 issues:	 physician-assisted	 suicide,	
refusing	of	life-saving	medical	treatment	and	
organ	donation.	Altman	shows	with	enviable	





















chapter,	Altman	 first	 explains	 the	 difference	




lems	 in	 advocating	 for	 capital	 punishment.	
First,	in	the	legal	process	we	can	never	truly	
elucidate	 the	 motivation	 of	 the	 convicted	
which	 is,	 according	 to	Kant,	 really	 relevant	
for	his	sentencing.	Second,	it	is	a	fact	that	our	
justice	 systems	 are	 fallible,	 what	 presents	 a	
great	problem	for	death	penalty	because	there	
is	no	possibility	of	compensation	of	wrongful	
conviction.	Altman	 concludes	 that	 these	 are	
sufficient	 reasons	for	undermining	a	 legisla-
tion	of	capital	punishment.
In	 chapter	 “Same-Sex	Marriage	 as	 a	Means	





marriage,	 sex	 and	homosexuality.	He	 shows	
that	following	Kant’s	 ideas	about	 those	sub-
jects	we	could	not	find	any	convincing	argu-
ment	 for	 looking	 at	 same-sex	 marriages	 as	
morally	 problematic.	At	 the	 contrary,	 if	 we	
read	 Kant	 consistently,	 his	 views	 indicate	
that	 homosexuality	 is	 morally	 problematic,	
as	 any	 other	 sexual	 relationship,	 i.e.	 if	 it	 is	
not	legally	enforced	through	the	institution	of	
marriage	which	is	formal	framework	for	mu-
tual	 respect	as	a	core	of	 such	 relation.	“The	
irony”,	 he	 concludes,	 “is	 that	 it	 is	 not	 the	
immorality	 of	 homosexuality	 that	 precludes	
marriage;	 rather,	 not	 having	marriage	 avail-
able	 to	homosexuals	makes	homosexual	un-
ions	immoral.”	(p.	161)
The	 final	and	 the	 largest	part	of	 the	book	 is	
titled	 “Limitations	 of	Kant’s	Theory”	 and	 it	
includes	 four	 chapters	 which	 bring	 serious	
complaints	 to	Kant’s	 theory,	 especially	with	
relation	 to	 its	 applicability	on	contemporary	











completely	 extrinsic	 reasons	 (better	 social,	
financial	and	general	welfare).	 It	 seems	 that	
Kant	fails	to	recognize	cultural	and	social	bi-
ases	 and	 completely	 neglects	 the	 emotional	
dimension	of	marriage.
The	 next	 chapter,	 “Individual	 Maxims	 and	
Social	Justice”	goes	further	with	criticism	of	
Kant.	Starting	with	Hegel’s	objection	of	for-













and	 indubitable	 norms	of	 behaving,	what	 in	
theory	categorical	imperative	should	provide.	
Differently	said,	political,	social,	cultural	and	
other	 empirical	 circumstances	 could	 not	 be	
neglected	in	our	moral	reasoning.
Chapter	 “The	 Decomposition	 of	 Corporate	
Body”	 deals	with	 one	 particular	 problem	 in	
which	 Kant’s	 philosophy	 could	 not	 give	 a	
satisfying	 answer:	 business	 ethics.	 Through	
the	analysis	of	Kant’s	concept	of	agency,	Alt-
man	 shows	 that	 Kant’s	 philosophy	 cannot	






ble	 for	 some	 consequence	 or	 consequences.	
The	best	 example	 is	 some	general	 policy	 in	
big	corporations,	where	the	final	consequence	
is	 a	 product	 of	 corporate	 policy	 in	 general	




responsibility,	 because	 those	 two	 are	 mutu-
ally	exclusive.
The	 last	 chapter	 is	 most	 extensive,	 what	 is	
understandable	 given	 the	 complexity	 of	 the	
issue:	 “Becoming	 a	 Person”.	 The	 question	
about	who	 is	 considerable	 as	 a	moral	 agent	
for	 Kant	 could	 be	 translatable	 in	 the	 ques-
tion	 about	who	 is	 considerable	 as	 a	 person.	




cal	 issues.	 With	 extremely	 strong	 reasons	











side,	 Kant	 presents	 the	 self-consciousness,	
humanity	and	responsibility	as	necessary	rea-
sons	 for	personhood,	but	 that	has	 extremely	
awkward	 implications,	 such	 as	 exclusion	 of	
children	 from	 moral	 consideration.	 On	 the	
other	side,	even	though	Kant	speaks	about	the	
specific	 predispositions	 in	 human	 kind,	 his	
ruthless	 criticism	 of	 naturalism	 and	 empiri-
cal	characteristics	 in	defining	a	moral	 realm	
gives	 no	 basis	 for	 argument	 from	 potential	
(the	view	that	fetus	is	potential	person).	At	the	
end,	Kant	 cannot	 even	 include	 the	 potential	
appeal	 to	 God	 (God’s	 plans	 with	 our	 race),	
because	 of	 his	 criticism	 of	 such	 grounding	
of	morality.	Altman	concludes	 that	Kant	not	
just	 gives	 any	 answer	 about	 the	 problem	 of	
abortion,	but	he	gives	many	reasons	for	com-
pletely	inconsistent	strategies	concerning	this	
problem.	He	 ends	with	 the	 opinion	 that	 ex-




issue	of	personhood	 leaves	 to	us	 in	heritage	
a	debate	about	abortion	as	one	of	 the	great-





In	 the	 “Conclusion:	 Emerging	 from	 Kant’s	











doubts	 and	 uncertainties	 concerning	 some	
vivid	contemporary	issues.
Following	 author’s	 insights	 we	 could	 agree	
that	 every	 serious	 (bio)ethical	 enterprise	
should	start	with	Kant,	but	not	stop	with	him.	
We	should	do	a	fair	reading	of	the	arguments	
provided	 by	 the	 famous	 philosopher	 from	
Königsberg,	but	also,	following	his	insistence	
on	continuous	investigation	and	criticism	try	
to	 find	alternatives	 in	 those	cases	where	his	
philosophy	encounters	limitations.
At	 the	end	 it	 should	be	noted	 that	 this	book	
is	equipped	with	bibliography	which	lists	375	
references	(!)	and	an	especially	useful	Index	
which	 includes	 names,	 concepts	 and	 issues.	
The	author	was	completely	successful	in	his	
main	 goals,	which	 are	 the	 investigation	 and	
presentation	 of	 strengths	 and	weaknesses	 of	
Kant’s	 ethics,	 but	 also	 the	 demonstration	 of	
the	value	of	Kant’s	approach	for	the	contem-
porary	 applied	 ethics	 and/or	 bioethics.	 The	
book	 is	 “kantianlly”	precise	 and	 rigorous	 in	
arguments,	 but	 “bioethically”	 fresh	 and	 ac-
tual	in	presented	problems.	It	is	probably	the	
best	 proof	 of	 continuous	 actuality	 of	Kant’s	
thought,	 and	 simultaneously	 the	 demonstra-
tion	 of	 indispensible	 need	 of	 consulting	 the	
philosophical	 classics	 if	 we	 want	 to	 better	
understand,	define,	and	eventually	solve	con-




American Utopia and Social 
Engineering in Literature, 




Peter	Swirski	has	 always	been	one	 to	 advo-
cate	 interdisciplinary	 research	 and	 bridging	
diverse	fields	of	inquiry,	but	what	he	accom-





ey’s One Flew over the Cuckoo’s Nest,	Mala-
mud’s God’s Grace, Percy’s The Thanatos 





evolution,	 adaptive	 mechanisms,	 altruism,	
and	most	 importantly,	 social	 engineering	 in	











subscribing	 to	American	 exceptionalism,	 it	 seeks	
larger	 truths.	 It	 seeks	 to	 draw	 from	 the	American	
experience	lessons	that	hold	no	less	for	other	soci-
eties	and	other	cultures.	As	such,	even	as	it	remains	
a	book	of	 literary	scholarship,	 it	 is	also	a	book	of	






false	 –	 surrounding	 Skinner’s	 professional	
theories	on	behaviour	and	development.	But	
what	Swirski	 is	mostly	concerned	with	here	




adaptive	 behaviour,	 emotions	 and	 prefer-
ences	 (such	 as	 the	 connection	 between	 par-







to	 egalitarianism	 and	 generosity).	 One	 such	



















goes	 on	 to	 enlist	 some	 of	 the	most	 obvious	
contradictions	that	are	supposed	to	keep	alive	




others	 is	only	made	possible	due	 to	 the	 fact	
that	 the	whole	society	goes	by	 living	on	 the	
social	benefits	programme	which	enables	one	
to	get	money	after	being	employed	for	three	
months.	 In	 addition,	 as	 Swirski	 shoes,	 it	 is	








lesson	that	Walden Two	 teaches	 is	 important	
and	valuable	nevertheless,	not	because	of	the	
facts	it	gets	wrong	but	because	they	are	still	
not	 recognized	 and	 taken	 into	 consideration	
by	those	who	have	the	power	(political)	to	en-
gineer	the	society	we	live	in,	not	necessarily	
a	 better	 one	 but	 certainly	more	 real.	 In	 that	
sense,	 Swirski’s	 analysis	 is	 more	 important	
because	of	what	 is	says	about	 today’s	world	
and	 political	 arrangements	 than	 because	 of	
what	it	says	about	Walden Two.	The	following	
quote	should	make	this	point	obvious:












In	 the	 second	 chapter	 Swirski	 continues	 his	
analysis	of	the	real	life	attempts	at	engineer-





1961	 experiment	 in	 motivational	 therapy	
conducted	in	the	Anna	State	Hospital	Illinois	
and	Ken	Kessey’s	1962	novel	One Flew Over 
the Cuckoo’s Nest,	Swirski’s	main	aim	in	this	









focus	 being	 on	 the	 way	 those	 in	 power	 (in	
some	 cases	 professional	 doctors	 and	 trained	
nurses	in	various	mental	institutions,	in	other	
cases	prison	management,	 in	yet	other	cases	
Bush	 administrations,	 CIA,	 Supreme	 Court,	
pharmaceutical	 industries)	 use	 various	 be-
haviour	 changing	 techniques	 (ranging	 from	
various	 forms	of	 stick	and	carrot	 to	 electro-




haviour,	 unproven	 deeds,	 unfounded	 allega-
tions	 against	 them	 are),	 Swirski	 reveals	 the	
depth	 to	 which	 government	 has	 the	 control	
over	the	citizens,	or,	to	put	it	differently,	how	
little	power,	not	to	mention	rights,	the	citizens	
have	 in	 what	 they	 think	 is	 free,	 democratic	
nation.
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest	is	a	politi-
cal	allegory,	Swirski	argues,	“about	the	blight	
consuming	 the	 nation,	 of	 which	 the	 mental	
ward	is	a	reflection	–	a	synecdoche.	The	In-







has	 a	 president,	 a	 constitution,	 a	 democratic	 pro-
cess,	 a	 ballot,	 a	 voting	 system	 (simple	 majority),	










the	novel,	 but	 remains	 focused	on	depicting	
the	way	that	episodes,	people	and	principles	






ing	system	and	 the	ways	 in	which	 it	 is	bent	



















ference	 between	American	 –	 representative,	
and	 Swiss-participatory	 democracy,	 arguing	
that	 the	 Swiss	 system	 is	 not	 only	more	 fair	
and	less	prone	to	corruption	and	misuse,	but	
also	that	it	allows	people’s	will,	choices	and	
preferences	 to	 be	 acknowledged	 and	 acted	
upon	in	political	decision	making.











rican,	 Russian,	 Chinese,	 or	 Gabonese	 who	 hopes	
for	the	survival	of	his	sons	and	daughters.	Both	are	
hard-nosed	realists	about	our	chances	to	avoid	self-

















Having	 established	 the	 framework,	 Swirski	
provides	his	 readers	with	a	 little	bit	of	 liter-
ary	 criticism/interpretation	 (offering	 a	 quick	
insight	 into	 Malamud’s	 life,	 career,	 inten-






to	 break	 in	 disaster)	which	 is	 however	 only	
a	background	to	what	he	is	really	after	here:	






for	 the	 nuclear	 means	 of	 exterminating	 life	
on	earth	–	and	for	the	lack	of	political	will	to	
ensure	we	can’t”	(p.	98).	And	the	problem	of	
nuclear	weapons	 is	 precisely	 the	main	 issue	
here,	with	 the	 author	 taking	 another	 chance	
to	 criticize	Bush’s	 government	 and	 political	
choices	that	reverberate	America’s	arrogance	
toward	the	rest	of	 the	world	and	the	naivety	
and	 short	 term	 memory	 of	 its	 own	 people,	




disregard	 for	 the	world’s	 peace	 and	 various	
examples	of	its	pillaging	of	world’s	resources,	






people	 to	 form	kinds	of	 societies	 and	group	







tion	of	culture.	 It	 appears	now	 that	humans,	
unlike	any	other	creatures,	have	the	capacity	
to	exhibit,	recognize	and	act	upon	intentional	
behaviour,	which	 is	 the	 reason	why	humans	







their	 behaviour	 and	mutual	 conduct	 and	 re-






tend	 to	 outperform	 self-oriented	 individuals	




“Individual	 egoism	 twines	 with	 altruism	within	 a	
group,	which	twines	with	competition	against	other	
groups,	which	 twines	with	 altruism	within	groups	





Like	 any	good	 scientist,	 Swirski	 is	 ready	 to	
offer	 evidence	 for	his	 claim	 that	morality	 is	
evolutionary	 determined,	 and	 the	 evidence,	
perhaps	 surprisingly,	 comes	 in	 the	 form	 of	
proverbs,	“the	wit	of	one	but	the	wisdom	of	
many”	 (p.	 117).	 The	 rest	 of	 the	 chapter	 is	
dedicated	 to	 the	delightful	 analysis	 of	 prov-
erbs,	 ranging	 from	 various	 countries	 they	
come	 from	 to	various	wisdoms	 they	 impart.	
The	conclusions	he	reaches	are	startling	and	
instructive.	 Similar	 ‘advices’	 for	 behaviour	








(p.	 121).	 The	 data	 also	 shows	 that	 there	 is	
“a	 significant	 quantitative	 preponderance	 of	
prosocial	proverbs	over	egoistic	ones	(reflect-
ing	 the	need	 to	police	 self-serving	and	anti-
social	behaviour)”	(p.	121),	thus	proving	his	
statement	about	morality	being	evolutionary	
implemented	 trait,	 not	 something	God	 gave	
us	to	improve	our	wellbeing.
In	 fact,	 as	 Swirski’s	 concluding	 remarks	
show,	 religion	 is	 “a	 flexible	 coping	mecha-
nism”	 (p.	129)	 that	helps	people	 throughout	
social	and	economic	hardships.	 Interestingly	
(even	 if	not	 surprisingly)	enough	 though,	as	
his	data	reveals,	“Countries	plagued	by	social	
problems,	 such	as	 the	United	States,	are	 the	
most	 religious”	 (p.	 128).	 The	 conclusion	 of	
the	 chapter	 is	 on	 the	 whole	 rather	 gloomy.	
Taking	 the	 example	 of	 the	 climate	 change	
(and	the	reluctance	of	the	leading	politicians	
to	do	anything	about	it),	Swirski	remains	un-
convinced	 that	 people	 are	 really	 evolution’s	
‘best’:	“Humanity	itself	gives	little	indication	
that	 it	 is	 fit	 for	 the	 job.	Even	as	 evolution’s	
unfinished	experiment	has	favoured	the	sapi-
ent	Homo	 to	 develop	 intelligence	 and	 civi-





somehow	 –	 chemically,	 medically,	 pharma-
cologically	–	be	modified	or	even	eradicated.	
But	even	more	importantly,	Swirski	wonders,	
would	 a	 society	 that	 has	 undergone	 de-ag-
gression,	be	in	some	radically	important	sense	
better	than	the	one	we	have	now,	society	that	
is	 violence	 free,	 sans	 rape,	 killing,	molesta-
tion,	abuse,	 fights?	Perhaps	surprisingly,	 the	
answer	is	–	no:
“Advocators	 of	 eradicating	 war	 and	 murder	 may	
be	hard	put	 to	 see	 the	downside,	but	 any	putative	
de-aggression	 would	 afford	 endless	 opportunities	
for	making	things	worse	instead	of	better.	For	one,	
whoever	 eluded	 the	 procedure	 would	 wield	 total	










More’s	 utopia	 –	 play	 in	 Percy’s	 novel,	 and	
then	by	drawing	parallels	between	the	novel	
















methods	 it	 has	 at	 its	 disposal,	 ranging	 from	
various	forms	of	indoctrination	to	more	radi-
cal	 techniques	 of	 mind	 control.	 In	 order	 to	
show	how	diverse	such	techniques	are,	Swir-
ski	describes	several	of	the	most	outstanding	
researches	 conducted	 at	 some	 of	 the	 most	
famous	 Institutes	 for	 cognitive	 psychology	
and	behaviour	with	the	aim	of	showing	what	
the	 technology	we	have	 today	 is	capable	of,	




in	 the	 future.	The	 extent	 to	which	 scientists	
are	already	capable	of	detecting,	monitoring	
and	 even	 controlling	 our	 thoughts	 is	 amaz-
ing;	in	some	cases	it	is	life-saving	(the	exam-
ple	with	 helping	 out	 patients	with	 dystonia)	
and	enables	people	who	would	otherwise	be	
condemned	 to	 a	 life	 filled	with	 agony	 to	be	






beyond	 anything	 ever	 depicted	 in	 literature,	





show	 the	 full	 extent	 of	 this	 dilemma,	 Swir-
ski	plays	the	double	role	of	Devil’s	advocate	
(arguing	 against	 implementing	 any	 kind	 of	
techniques	 that	 would	 eliminate	 aggression	
and	violence)	and	the	Advocate	(arguing	for	




Roth’s	 The Plot Against America,	 which	
Swirski	uses	as	a	backbone	against	which	he	
examines	the	way	emotions	and	politics	work	
together.	 Writes	 Swirski:	 “Conditioning	 the	
country	with	phony	 terror	 alerts	 and	nonex-
istent	WMDs,	his	 [Bush	 II’s]	 administration	
exploited	a	key	evolutionary	feature	of	emo-
tions:	 in	 the	 presence	 of	 powerful	 impulse,	









serting	 the	 key	 words	 that	 trigger	 the	 emo-












deliver,	 regardless	of	 how	 farfetched	 (LBJ’s	
pledge	to	eliminate	poverty,	“even	though	no	
nation	in	history	has	succeeded	in	doing	so”	
/p.	 190/)	 or	 openly	 phony	 (Clinton’s	 pledge	
about	not	having	sex	with	Monica	Lewinsky)	
they	are.	 “Never	meant	 to	be	kept,	 all	 these	
covenants	had,	however,	a	certain	emotional	
decorum”	(p.191)	which	is	however	still	not	












The	 chapter	 brings	 forward	 a	 much	 needed	









down	 to	 thinking	 and	 decision	 making”	 (p.	
173).	Swirski	here	sides	with	Hume,	emotions	
are	what	 guides	 our	 behaviour,	 in	 the	 sense	









Swirski	 ends	 the	 chapter	 by	 demonstrating	
how	political	propaganda	relies	on	the	rheto-
ric	designed	to	make	people	emotional,	rather	
than	 rational	 and	 attentive	 to	 facts	 (“During	
the	 Gore-Bush	 debates,	 Gore	 was	 mostly	
making	sense	while	Bush	was	mostly	talking	
nonsense,	 but	 whenever	 the	 audience	 heard	




fabricating	 a	 false	 history	 that	 is	 then	being	
sold	as	the	true	history,	not	to	mention	when	it	
comes	to	designing	educational	programs	that	
could	 make	 national	 history	 “get	 a	 facelift	
more	thoroughgoing	than	any	of	Michal	Jack-
son’s”	(p.	206).








literary	 works,	 the	 way	 they	 are	 shaped	 by	
the	events	from	the	real	world,	and	more	im-
portantly,	what	they	say	about	the	world,	the	












One	 thing	 that	 a	 reader	might	 read	 into	 the	
book	 (or	 get	 out	 of	 it,	 depending	 on	 one’s	
impressions)	 is	 a	 very	 powerful,	 often	 ruth-
less	 criticism	of	US	politics	 and	politicians,	
supported	 by	 numerous	 examples	 and	more	
than	extensive	analysis	of	data.	Objective	and	
straightforward,	Swirski	has	no	tolerance	and	
no	 patience	 for	 political	 fairytales	 that	 are	
being	sung	by	democrats	as	well	as	republi-






However,	 the	 real	 focus	 of	 the	 book	 is	 the	
way	that	art	and	politics	come	together.	This	
topic	has	been	of	interest	for	Swirski	in	two	
other	 of	 his	 books,	Ars Americana, Ars Po­
litica: Partisan Expression in Contemporary 
American Literature and Culture	(2010)	and	
American Political Fictions: War on Errorism in 
Contemporary American Literature, Culture, 
and Politics	 (forthcoming	 in	 2015),	 which	
together	with	Social Utopia,	make	a	remark-
able	 trilogy,	 unique	 in	American	 as	 well	 as	




social	 arena,	 not	 to	 mention	 our	 cognitive,	
emotional	and	behavioural	economy.	Art	and	
politics	are	not	two	separate	spheres	without	







all	 that	 it	 teaches	 on	 evolution	 and	 the	way	
evolution	 ‘designed’	 us)	 and	 the	 way	 our	
world	 functions,	with	 politics	 being	 the	 un-
derlying	modus operandi that	conditions	 the	
lives	of	every	single	person.	It	 is	only	 if	we	
understand	 all	 that,	 that	 maybe	 we	 can	 do	
something	 to	make	 life	 better	 for	 ourselves,	
rather	than	letting	politicians/social	engineers	
to	 do	 it.	 It	 is	 for	 this	 reason	 that	 the	 book	
should	be	widely	read;	 its	 importance	 is	not	
confined	 to	American	 studies,	 literary	 stud-
ies,	political	studies	or	aesthetics,	 regardless	
of	the	immense	impact	it	will	for	sure	have	in	
all	of	these	disciplines.
Iris Vidmar
